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Did you elect your student 
government?
For most students the an-
swer is no.
Last year, 10 percent of the 
student body voted in student 
elections, according to official 
results.
That represented an in-
crease over the previous year’s 
three percent turnout.
Associated Students  con-
trols $6 .7 million in annual 
funds, according to the 2011-12 
report. The lion’s share of that 
budget comes from the $8 4.50 
student association fee students 
pay every semester in addition 
to tuition. 
Run by a 16 -student board 
of directors, A.S. provides fund-
ing for clubs, events and servic-
es, including the Print Shop and 
the Child Development Center, 
according to the report. 
“One time someone run-
ning for president came up to 
me,” said Jocylen Cortes, a ju-
nior childhood development 
major.
Despite being personally ap-
proached, Cortes said she didn’t 
end up voting because she didn’t 
know when or how to vote.
“I think one of the biggest 
issues that we have is actually 
getting students to participate,” 
said Aaron Tsang, a senior cor-
porate finance major and a con-
sultant for the student elections 
commission, which works to 
facilitate A.S. elections and in-
crease participation.
“When you look at our 
campus there’s a lot of students 
that are involved, but I think 
that having them more aware 
of Associated Students, having 
them aware of why elections 
are so important, is some-
thing that we’re working on,” 
Tsang said.
He said last year’s election 
represented a significant step 
in that direction, and hopes to 
continue that trend.
“What we’re trying to do 
this year is actually have in-
centives for people who vote,” 
Tsang said.
Tsang said a new policy that 
allows candidates to seek en-
dorsement from student clubs 
and organizations is part of 
what made last year’s election a 
relative success.
“I think one of the big things 
was the endorsement process,” 
said Nicholas Ayala, a senior 
management information sys-
tems major and current A.S. 
president. “Candidates would 
go into various organizations 
and not only tell what Associ-
ated Students was but also to 
publicize themselves.”
U nder Ayala’s tenure, A.S. 
began “looking into poten-
tially restructuring Associated 
Students so that there’s more 
opportunities for students to 
be involved actively within stu-
dent government,” he said. 
Creating a student senate is 
one of the initiatives under con-
sideration, Ayala said.
Another initiative, called 
Campus to the City, would con-
nect main campus to south 
campus with a corridor of SJSU  
banners.
In addition to seeking en-
dorsements, candidates are able 
to put up fliers in designated 
areas around campus and com-
pose a brief statement to be in-
cluded in a voter information 
guide, Tsang said.
Tsang said that all cam-
paigns are self-funded.
Students can vote online by 
logging on to MySJSU  and click-
ing a link that will be available 
from April 14 through April 
16 .
Tsang said there will also be 
polling places around campus 
where students can vote on lap-
tops provided by the elections 
commission. 
Anyone interested in run-
ning for office needs to turn in 
an application to the elections 
commission by Feb. 28 , and at-
tend both a candidate orienta-
tion and an ethics workshop, 
according to the elections com-
mission website.
Nick Ibarra is a Spartan Daily 
staff writer.
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Today campus recreation is host-
ing a recreation day in front of the 
Event Center at 11:3 0 a.m.
Dana Moore-Lopez, campus rec-
reation manager, said that they will 
have a handful of different activities 
students can participate in to have 
fun, relive stress or mingle with class-
mates.
Christina Maino, assistant direc-
tor of fitness, said campus recreation 
will also have free food and prizes for 
the first 250 students
Moore-Lopez said that Spartan 
Athletics has a blow-up basketball 
court, which is new this year.
Moore-Lopez said that there will 
be a trampoline bungee jump instead 
of a rock-climbing wall. 
Philip Leu, a senior healthcare 
administration major and fitness as-
sistant at the Event Center, praised the 
trampolines.
“It’s pure joy,” Leu said. “You can’t 
not have fun when you are flying 3 0 to 
40 feet above everyone else.”
Leu said it is a nice way to relieve 
and manage stress.
“I believe that this recreation day is 
a good time for people to see how stress 
management really works,” he said.
Maino said she wants to educate 
SJSU  students about what opportuni-
ties they may be passing up. 
“Rec Day started because we want 
people to understand what campus 
rec is, what we have to offer and all the 
fun programs ( students)  could have.” 
Maino said.
She said these programs consist 
of intramural sports, fitness and out-
door adventures.
“Hopefully we reach some people 
that normally wouldn’t come into the 
facility that day,” she said.
National Intramural-Recreation 
Sports Association ( NIRSA)  inspired 
the first Rec Day at SJSU , said Moore-
Lopez.
“This event gives a lot of exposure 
to what we do in the confines of these 
walls,” Moore-Lopez said.
She said that this event is the third 
to be held on campus.
Moore-Lopez said she considers it 
to be an annual event.
A few SJSU  students didn’t know 
much about the event and had differ-
ent outlooks on the upcoming event.
Hannah Gilbert, a sophomore ki-
nesiology major, said she would like to 
attend the event, but has class during 
that time.
 “The idea is great and I will try 
to attend the event,” said Mitchell 
Ravizza, sophomore communication 
major.
Brandon Chew is a Spartan Daily 
staff writer.
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Jason Reed | Contributing Photographer
Sting performs onstage at SAP Center Monday night.
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Correction
In the Feb. 13  edition, the headline “Two-year colleges to offer Bachelor’s degrees” was 
incorrect. The headline should have read “Two-year colleges may offer Bachelor’s degrees.”
Also, in “Opera San Jose presents ‘ Madama Butterfly’ downtown” the ticket price was 
incorrectly listed as $10. The correct price is $11.
............................
The Spartan Daily regrets these errors.
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The San Jose State women’s 
gymnastics team won their sec-
ond Mountain Pacific Sports 
Federation gymnast of the week 
this season.
Senior Cassandra Harrison 
was named as gymnast of the 
week on Tuesday.
It’s the first time in her Spar-
tan career she’s received the 
award.
“It was actually really 
exciting for me, because now I 
know that all my hard work has 
paid off,” she said. “I just had so 
much fun this weekend with 
my team and doing so well that 
it was like ‘ Wow, okay, it’s being 
recognized. Everyone’s knowing 
we’re doing well,’ and I’m help-
ing to contribute to that, which is 
awesome.”
The senior from Alberta, 
Canada placed second in the all-
around at Sacramento State on 
Friday with a career-high score 
of 3 9.3 00 and was the ninth-
highest in both MPSF and SJSU  
history.
“I didn’t even think that I 
was going to do it,” Harrison 
said. “I just thought that I was 
on a roll. I started off the meet 
good on bars and carried it 
through with all the events. 
It felt like back to my old self 
when I was just so confident 
and so easy competing doing 
my thing.”
Harrison earned a season-
high score of 9.900 on the floor 
exercise event and the best 
score for an MPSF gymnast 
this season. She added a season 
best on vault ( 9.8 50)  and balance 
beam ( 9.775) , along with a 9.775 
on the uneven bars.
In her second year as 
captain of the gymnastics 
team, Harrsion said she sees 
herself as one of the leaders on 
the squad, especially when it 
comes to rooting for her team-
mates during a meet.
“I feel like I really want ev-
eryone to succeed and do their 
best every time that I just feel 
like I need to help them,” Harri-
son said. “Really show that I’m 
there for them. I feel that they 
appreciate it and I know I appre-
ciate it when they cheer for me, I 
just want them to feel that same 
support and same love.”
As for Spartan Head Coach 
Wayne Wright, he said it was 
neat for somebody on the team 
to be represented as one of the 
best among the MPSF.
“I think Cassie and all of our 
seniors has been a huge impact 
on our team, especially these 
last two years,” Wright said. 
“We lost three seniors last year 
but these guys have stepped up.”
Despite losing the leader-
ship presence of Alyssa Telles-
Nolan, Karlene Simon and 
Victoria Lark, the Spartans still 
have Harrsion and two other se-
niors who have plenty of guid-
ance for the youngsters.
“I can’t ask for a better role 
model than these guys in and 
out of the gym,” Wright said. 
“Having good role models are 
so important in anything that 
you do. It teaches the future 
of the culture of our team and 
they’ve been great ambassadors 
of teaching that championship 
culture.”
The Spartans travel to Boise 
State on Fridy for dual meet 
against the Broncos.
Juan Reyes is the Spartan 
Daily Sports Editor.
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Spartan senior Cassandra Harrison (right) visualizes her routine during a meet against UC Davis on Feb. 7, 2013. 
Harrison wins gymnast of the week
Staff Report
@SpartanDaily
It was another first for the San Jose State women’s track 
and field team on Monday after freshman Melanie Fujiwara 
became the first member in the program’s history to cross the 
finish line first during the Run for the Dream Invitational in 
Fresno.
Fujiwara completed her mile-run in 5 minutes, 3 7.0 seconds 
for the first place win and finished sixth in the two-heat com-
petition.
“That’s pretty exciting. It feels amazing,” said Fujiwara to 
SJSU  Athletics. “I wasn’t expecting much, but when I went out 
there, I felt pretty good. I was a little nervous, because it was 11 
laps. Once we started, it felt really good and I got into the mo-
tions and everything.”
Spartan senior Aylin Mejia and junior Rebecca Garcia ran in 
the second heat of the mile-run and finished second ( 5:22.40)  
and third ( 5:22.90)  overall.
“Melanie won her heat in the mile and Aylin ( Mejia)  ran re-
ally well herself and we ran a relay,” said Head Coach Jeff Pe-
tersmeyer. “So, it was fun. It was a new experience.”
Freshman Lalida Maokhamphiou finished second with 
a time of 2 minutes, 26 .54 seconds in the 8 00-meter run and 
ran in the Spartans’ final leg of the 4x400-meter ( 4:3 1.23 )  relay 
quartet.
SJSU ’s top finish in the 55-meter dash belonged to Madiha 
Raza ( 8 .08 )  and freshman Raven Adams followed behind with 
a time of 8 .8 3  seconds.
“Madiha had a huge improvement if you convert the 55 to 
6 0 meters,” Petersmeyer said. “It was almost a full second im-
provement. We’re making some strides forward.”
SJSU  concludes its indoor season at the Mountain West Con-
ference Championships Feb. 27 through March 1, in Colorado 
Springs.
GYMNASTICS
Fujiwara 
records team’s 
first top finish
TRACK AND FIELD
Follow us at @SpartanDaily 
for score updates.
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Crossword Puzzle
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services advertised below nor is there any 
guarantee implied. The classified columns of the Spartan Daily consist of paid advertising and 
offers are not approved or verified by the newspaper. Certain advertisements in these columns 
may refer the reader to specific telephone numbers or addresses for additional information. 
Classified readers should be reminded that, when making these further contacts, they should 
require complete information before sending money for goods or services. In addition, readers 
should carefully investigate all firms offering employment listings or coupons for discount 
vacations or merchandise. 
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ACROSS
 1 Isle of 
Man 
inhabitant
 5 Baseball 
sacrifice
 9 Biblical 
hymn
 14 Unwanted 
aquarium 
organism
 15 Jacob’s 
twin
 16 Whence 
eagle 
eyes may 
watch
 17 Be on  
a strict 
deadline
 20 Demon-
strate 
subservi-
ence
 21 Catalyst’s 
counter-
part
 22 Head out  
on the 
briny
 25 Kin of 
“yuck”
 26 Adagio  
or allegro
 28 Under-
stand,  
as a  
language
 32 Break up
 37 San ___, 
Calif.
 38 Juvenilia,  
for an 
author
 41 Windows 
in domes
 42 Classic 
crackers
 43 Went 
down
 44 Bot-
tomless 
chasm
 46 Blood  
classifi-
cation 
letters
 47 Grapevine 
tidbit
 53 Nosy  
Parkers
 58 Bind again
 59 Really 
does the 
trick
 62 Gestation 
stations
 63 ___ and 
void
 64 Toward  
the wind-
less side
 65 Butte  
relatives
 66 Very 
strong 
wind
 67 Swiss  
capital
DOWN
 1 Stares ex-
cessively
 2 Solitarily
 3 Well-
plumed 
bird
 4 There 
are only 
five great 
ones
 5 “Ain’t Too 
Proud to 
___”
 6 Dos Pas-
sos trilogy
 7 Hair  
removal 
brand
 8 Prepare 
to make 
music
 9 Nicotine 
___
10 Stone 
paving 
block
 11 Operatic  
solo
 12 Outline
 13 Track  
competi-
tion
 18 By way of
 19 Starch 
from a 
palm
 23 “___ have 
to do”
 24 Jeans 
purveyor 
Strauss
 27 Compli-
cated, as 
a divorce
 28 Fuzzy fruit
 29 Las Vegas 
illumina-
tion
 30 Folklore 
monster
 31 Asian  
cooking 
pans
 32 Two-per-
son bands
 33 Peruvian 
native
 34 Twirled 
like a top
 35 Be a  
poor loser
 36 Geisha’s 
wrap
 37 Banned  
bug spray
 39 Leftovers 
dish
 40 “So what 
___ is 
new?”
 44 Biblical  
murder 
victim
 45 Ho-hum
 46 Orbital 
extreme
 48 Pendu-
lum’s path
 49 Betty Ford 
Center  
activity, 
briefly
 50 Like an  
old bagel
 51 Broad-
caster
 52 Aden’s 
land
 53 Did laps  
in a pool
 54 A, in 
music
 55 Valuable 
deposits
 56 Cajun  
cooking 
pod
 57 Predatory 
seabird
 60 Building 
wing
 61 Ginger 
___
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Sudoku Puzzle
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 
box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.
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Southern CA Summer Day Camp - Greater Los Angeles 
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Of all the Superbowl 
commercials aired, Coca-
Cola’s “America the Beauti-
ful” commercial caught my 
attention the most.
The commercial 
features the song “America 
the Beautiful” sung in a 
plethora of languages.
It caught my atten-
tion, not because I thought 
singing an American song 
in different languages was 
inappropriate, but because 
it was one of the first times Ameri-
can culture was represented in a way 
that resonated with me.
Since its first airing, the commer-
cial has received intense backlash. 
Some Americans condemned 
Coca-Cola for having the audacity 
to include any language other than 
English singing the song.
I grew up in Valley Springs, a 
rural area where small-town, small-
mindedness is rampant.
My high school was dominated 
by white people and racial diversity 
was almost null.
People of different races would 
hang out with each other, but the 
color of their skin was overstated in 
the definition of their identity.
My friend, Tom, wasn’t just Tom. 
He was “Asian Tom,” or “our Asian 
friend.”
Malik wasn’t my classmate in 
Literature class. He was the “black 
kid” or the “black friend.”
Because I am white and the 
people I was romantically interested 
in weren’t, I was automatically titled 
as a girl with a “type” specific to 
other racial backgrounds.
It’s only when people of different 
skin colors date each other that their 
tastes are racially typified. God for-
bid two people date without having 
their differing skin colors be a topic 
of discussion.
I never realized how messed up 
that was until I got older.
Segregation is more readily 
accepted in small, rural towns, but 
I think my experience and upbring-
ing speaks to more than 
just the “small town” 
redneck tradition of 
building walls between 
people based on their 
ethnic background.
The response to 
Coca-Cola’s “America 
the Beautiful” commer-
cial is only one example 
of how prevalent these 
issues are in American 
society.
We can say that the 
reason some Americans are so un-
comfortable about the commercial 
is because it counters the idea that 
English is what connects the “melt-
ing pot” that is America.
We can say that it is not about be-
ing anti-cultural but about preserv-
ing the aspect of our culture that 
makes it function well. That aspect, 
in this viewpoint, is that we all speak 
English.
Immigrants come here and we 
expect them to learn English and 
be damned if they speak their home 
language.
How many times have you heard 
“you’re in America now, speak 
English?”
The interesting thing is that 
often when Americans live abroad 
they don’t make an effort to learn 
the language of that country.
I once asked an American why he 
hadn’t learned the native language 
of a country he studied in for a year 
and he replied, “I speak English. I 
don’t need to know other languages.”
Apparently this isn’t about the 
English language being spoken in 
America, it’s about it being spoken in 
every nation, regardless of ethnicity 
or origin.
What the backlash to the Coca-
Cola commercial proves is that some 
Americans don’t want to hear other 
languages because it reminds them 
that they aren’t the only type of 
American in this country.
Hearing other languages is an 
attack on their right to entitlement 
and ignorance, it challenges the idea 
that English is the only security 
blanket we need.
Just because Americans are born 
into the convenience of having a 
native language that is spoken as a 
second language in many parts of 
the world does not mean that they 
have the right to be pretentious.
English is not elite, it is not 
untouchable and it should defi-
nitely not be the only acceptable 
language spoken in a country 
that is as diverse as America.
America is not the only place 
where foreign languages are 
scoffed at, but America is the 
only one that markets itself as a 
melting pot and then criticizes 
and complains when a language 
other than English wants to be 
represented and recognized as a 
part of that culture.
Hearing another language 
or hearing an accent is an op-
portunity to learn something 
about that person. It is not an 
invitation to condemn them 
for not being a “true” English-
speaking American.
A “true American” isn’t defined 
by what language they speak. A “true 
American” is defined by how they 
use language to connect with Ameri-
cans whose backgrounds differ from 
theirs.
By banning other languages 
from  being included in the defini-
tion of “true Americanism,” we are 
eliminating the entire point that 
knowing English is intended to 
serve.
Jessica Schlegelmilch is a Spartan 
Daily staff writer. “That’s What Schleg 
Said” usually appears the first and third 
Wednesday of the month.
Coke’s ‘America the 
Beautiful’ brings out 
the ugly in the U.S.
That’s 
What 
Said
Schleg
Follow Jessica on 
Twitter 
@jessieschleg
Mount Rushmore has 
withstood the test of time 
and the harshest blows 
from Mother Nature’s 
powerful forces.  Its iconic 
subjects stand as a symbol 
of strength and the great-
ness of some of our most 
legendary presidents.
Through pouring 
rains, torrential storms 
and natural decay, George 
Washington and his fel-
low statues rise timelessly over the 
South Dakota landscape.
The pouring rains of profes-
sional sports, 
the injuries, 
the years of 
physical wear 
and tear, leave 
our heroes 
battered and 
bruised at the 
end of their 
careers.
Take Derek 
Jeter, the New 
York Yan-
kees’ iconic 
shortstop who recently announced 
his retirement after an illustrious 
20-season run in the MLB.
A player known for his relentless 
dedication, loyalty to the organiza-
tion and unmatched productivity 
on the diamond was cut down by 
nagging ankle injuries and the cruel 
grasp of Father Time.
3 ,3 16  hits and 3 48  stolen bases took 
their toll on Jeter’s body, which limited 
him to a paltry 6 3  at-bats last season 
and a pedestrian .190 batting average.
The 2014 season will prove to be 
Jeter’s swan song, sport’s hardest pill 
to swallow.
I’ve never been the biggest base-
ball fan, but sports fans in general 
can understand the pain that comes 
from watching our childhood heroes 
flicker when they once shined bright 
for the world to see.
Try to put together your own 
athletic Mount Rushmore. U nlike 
South Dakota’s modern marvel, our 
sporting greats crumble under the 
powerful punch of Mother Nature.
Jim Brown, one of the great-
est running backs in NFL history, 
retired after nine seasons in the NFL 
as the all-time leading rusher with 
12,3 12 yards.
At the height of his career and in 
peak physical condition, Brown hung 
up his shoulder pads and walked away 
too early from the gridiron.
Michael Jordan, widely regarded 
as the best basketball player ever, 
faded into the twilight after a short 
stint with the Washington Wizards 
from 2001-03 .
Highlight reels paint a beauti-
ful picture, but for those watching 
closely, Jordan’s jumps weren’t as 
explosive, his crossovers 
weren’t breaking ankles 
and he was suddenly the 
one trying to be “Like 
Mike.”
Wayne Gretzky is 
undoubtedly the most 
famous and decorated 
hockey player to ever set 
skate on ice, but his career 
came to a deafening halt 
in the 1998 -99 season with 
the New York Rangers. 
The man who once scored 92 goals 
in a season could only muster nine 
and rumors of his retirement swirled 
before the season was 
even finished.
Growing up, we 
envision our athletes 
as real-life superhe-
roes who will never 
lose or falter.
Every time Jordan 
stepped onto the 
court, I expected 
the tongue to wag 
and Air Jordan to 
fly through helpless 
defenses.
When Gretzky’s name was called, 
I never doubted he’d find a way to 
score. 
Brown? Whenever he touched 
the ball, you knew he had the ability 
to take it to the house.
When I heard the news of Jeter’s 
retirement, I was hardly surprised.
He was a player we once wit-
nessed dive into the stands to catch 
a foul ball against the Red Sox and 
come out with ball in glove and a 
busted chin.
With blood pouring from his 
face, we realized then that Jeter 
was human.
Did we think he’d ever slow 
down? No way!  We’re talking about 
a guy who sacrificed himself for a 
simple game of baseball.
How could life get in the way 
of that?
But here we are. No matter how 
hard it is, we’re forced to watch the 
greatest athletes crumble under the 
harsh elements of life.
Joints that moved so freely are 
now stiff every morning, sprints 
now look like leisurely jogs and the 
bat just won’t swing as quickly.
The beauty of sports isn’t found 
in the end though. It’s the journey, 
one filled with memories of great 
success, triumph and heartbreaking 
defeat —the desire to be the best.
Jeter’s career may be coming to 
a sad end, but like the legacies of the 
greats like him, nothing can erode 
the memories or impacts we’ve 
come to cherish.
Austin Belisle is a Spartan Daily 
staff writer. “Column Like I See ‘Em” 
usually appears the first and third 
Wednesday of the month.
Follow Austin on 
Twitter 
@AustinBelizzle
Goodbye Derek Jeter
How many 
times have 
you heard, 
‘you’re in 
America 
now, speak 
English’?
When I heard 
the news 
of Jeter’s 
retirement, 
I was hardly 
surprised.
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REVIEW
Legends Simon and 
Sting slay San Jose in 
concert at SAP Center 
Flappy Bird clipped after soaring sky-high in sales
As the lights dropped in 
the SAP Center, a sudden and 
powerful applause erupted 
in the near-maximum capac-
ity building in anticipation 
of witnessing two rock mu-
sic legends: Paul Simon and 
Sting.
“Paul and I share a lot 
of musical curiosity about 
a spectrum of music that’s 
pretty wide, and as vehicles 
for songwriting. So we have 
lot in common,” Sting said 
in an interview earlier this 
month with Billboard mag-
azine in regard to touring 
with his New York neighbor, 
Paul Simon.
Coming from his early 
years of British punk, reg-
gae and new wave, one would 
never think to put Sting and 
the folk, story telling, sounds 
of Paul Simon together on 
tour. 
But from the moment 
they hit the stage and shared 
the first verse of Sting’s 
Grammy award-winning 
“Brand New Day,” it was evi-
dent that the two on stage 
together made sense.
The pair was backed by a 
heavy-hitting 12-piece band 
including two drummers, 
multiple guitarists, backup 
singers and a firing horn se-
tion. 
Simon took first leave 
of the stage, as the 12-piece 
band split and shift-
ed to their appropriate 
bandleader. 
Sting took charge of the 
crowd, triggering an urge 
for everyone to stand up 
and dance to the addict-
ing grooves of classic Police 
songs such as “Walking On 
The Moon,” as well as his solo 
tunes.
Captivating the audience 
with his 1975 classic “50 
Ways To Leave Your Lover,” 
72-year-old Simon soon re-
turned to the stage with his 
band, looking as if he was 
right at home.
Though the tempo and 
mood of the music was much 
different from Sting’s sig-
nature sound, the audience 
was equally entranced by 
Simon’s storytelling ability 
and the catchy yet smooth 
pop/folk hooks and chorus 
lines. 
When percussionists 
started playing the intro to 
“Graceland,” everyone ex-
ploded out of their seats to 
dance and sing along with 
the New York legend.
The energy of the arena 
was exceptionally high, and 
it was apparent that the mu-
sicians felt the audience’s 
presence as they played their 
instruments with passion, 
perfection and enormous 
smiles on their faces.
The two bands reunited 
in their original 12-piece for-
mat, as Sting took the stage 
again with authority and 
showed his true vocal abil-
ity with “Message In A Bot-
tle,” “Roxanne” and “Desert 
Rose.”
Music has the ability to 
become a powerful and unit-
ing instrument for people 
all over the world, and at no 
time was this more evident 
than when two New York 
apartment neighbors with 
different musical back-
grounds came together and 
left San Jose’s SAP Center in 
amazement.
The night would end 
with two influential songs, 
sung similarly to how the 
concert started as a duet, 
but ended with the 1970 Si-
mon and Garfunkel timeless 
piece “Bridge Over Troubled 
Water.” 
The band left the stage as 
Sting and Simon paid their 
respects to a mutual and re-
cently fallen influence, Phil 
Everly.
The rock royalty duo 
played an acoustic version of 
The Everly Brothers’ “When 
Will I Be Loved” that left the 
crowd with an emotional, in-
fluential and satisfied feel-
ing at the end of a magical 
and rare night in San Jose.
Andrew Forgy is a Spartan 
Daily Copy Editor.
By Andrew Forgy
@andrewforgy
The popular app Flappy Bird soared to the 
number one spot in the iPhone and Android 
stores in January before shutting down on Feb. 
11, leaving many boggled at the developer’s 
choice to shut down downloads.
“He was pretty much getting bullied by 
people on the Internet,” said Kelsey Higham, 
a senior graphics design major. “People were 
getting addicted and he didn’t want his name 
attached to a game that affected people nega-
tively.”
Higham said the game has a very simple 
design.
“There’s a few seconds before the game 
starts when there are no pipes. People use that 
time to practice,” Higham said. “It’s a good bal-
ance of difficulty and it’s very easy to get to a 
point where you haven’t instantly lost.”
Right off the bat players start the game air-
borne with the one-word instruction to “tap” 
the screen as controls to keep the pixelated bird 
aloft.
With the goal of flying through green, Ma-
rio-esque pipes in side-scrolling fashion, players 
must avoid collision with both the pipes and the 
floor.
Flappy Bird developer Dong Nguyen pulled 
the game off the market for reasons unclear to 
the public.
James Morgan, professor of digital media 
arts and adviser for the game development club, 
said he believes Nguyen pulled the game in re-
sponse to unwanted Internet and media expo-
sure.
“Imagine if the Internet wanted to get in 
touch with you,” Morgan said. “It was just a hor-
rendous invasion of his privacy and his space. It 
becomes more difficult to communicate with 
your loved ones.”
Nguyen said on his Twitter account Feb. 10 
that he was “sorry” to Flappy Bird users and “I 
cannot take this anymore” before taking the 
game down the next day. 
He stated in another post that shutting 
down “Flappy Bird” was “not anything related 
to legal issues” and that he “cannot keep it any-
more.”
Flappy Bird raked in $50,000 a day for 
Nguyen at the peak of its popularity, according 
to an interview with The Verge.
 By February, Flappy Bird had been down-
loaded more than 50 million times and spawned 
more than 45,000 reviews, according to the App 
Store.
“I don’t think he’s a fool for taking the game 
down,” said Gavin Higham, a senior computer 
science major. “He doesn’t need the money any-
more.”
Gavin said he made it to pipe number 29, 
just enough to be ahead of his siblings but not 
enough to consume his life as it had with many 
other fans. 
He said Flappy Bird was a well put-together 
game that is derivative of a helicopter game that 
has been floating around for decades.
But why was a simple game such as Flappy 
Bird so addictive for millions of players? The 
game was barely a blip on the radar when it 
was released last May and quickly achieved the 
critically acclaimed popularity of mobile games 
such as Angry Birds and Candy Crush.
Kelsey said he believes Flappy Bird became 
viral through word-of-mouth and the simplic-
ity of the game.
He said it was a “combination of luck and 
skill and even the simple mechanism can create 
a game that’s just casual and compelling.”
Gavin said he believes Flappy Bird’s addic-
tiveness boils down to basic human instinct 
and desire.
“It taps into a very primitive desire — this 
game is hard,” Gavin said. “People like a game 
that they can brag about being good at.”
Michael Chen is a Spartan Daily staff writer.
Jason Reed | Spartan Daily
Sting and Paul Simon perform at the San Jose SAP Center Monday night.
By Michael Chen
@MichaelGChen
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